Sports Consultation – January 16th, 2002.

As with other sectors of the community the County Development Board has consulted with the Sports Clubs & Organisations to document what for them are the key issues affecting sport development in Kilkenny at present and to look at how these issues can be tackled.  This consultation process was organised through a newly established Sports Forum.  This Forum was established with a view to representing on a collective basis the voice of sport for the county.  It represents a variety of sports clubs and organisations from around the county.   It has met a number of times to document what for them are the key issues.  The following is a summary of the feedback received.

What are the key issues facing clubs / organisations at present?

Lack of adequate facilities was the most over riding issue raised.  While Kilkenny is rated as one of the top sporting counties in the country the general view was that sporting facilities do not reflect this and in general provision both in the city and throughout the county are poor.  Many existing facilites are under utilised.  There is a need for these to be better utilised, be they current sports facilities, community centres or school sports facilities.  It was also recognised that there is a need for the development of a multi-purpose sports centre, catering for all sports and accessible to all.

Participation Rates

Three issues were raised in relation to this matter.

There is an increasing challenge facing clubs and organisations throughout the county whereby more and more young people are not engaging in many sports.  

There is very low female participation in many sports.  In many cases this was partly attributed to the poor / inadequate facilities available.

Volunteerism is on the decline and this, as with other areas in the community and voluntary sector, has its affect on the sporting clubs and organisations.  

There was a strong view expressed that there is a need for more support and guidance to be provided for volunteers in their work.  This support and guidance to be provided through 

· Training by way of one off seminars and information sessions for volunteers and their clubs.  

· Provision of funding to clubs and organisations for hiring of coaches and trained personnel to work with clubs in supporting and guiding volunteers in their work.

It was felt that such support & guidance would go a long way to encouraging greater participation.

Schools were identified as having an important role to play and the view was expressed of the need for fitness training to be given a priority on the schools curriculum.

Insurance

This was seen as an issue affecting all sports groups with undue financial pressure continually been put on clubs and organisations to meet insurance costs.  Some clubs catering for people with disability are faced with the situation of not being able to secure insurance due to the nature of the sport they wish to operate.  This leads to a situation of further isolation and segregation for those with a disability.

Social Inclusion

The whole area of Social Inclusion arose in the discussion in terms of looking at how people with special needs can be integrated into sport participation.  The general view expressed in relation to sport provision at present is that people with special needs, when participating in sport are segregated and this needs to be addressed.

Working Together

There is a real need for sports clubs and organisations to work together for the common good of sport development.  Currently sports clubs and organisations are continuously competing against one another for limited funding be it through fundraising or through seeking the same limited grant aid.   Yet in many cases the problems and issues they face are similar.  By working together there is potential for such common issues to be tackled on a collective basis. 

Cultural Change Needed

A cultural change is needed at governmental / national level in terms of funding sport in Ireland.  

Because sport is a non-mandatory function it is not given a priority at county level and this needs to change.  The Local Authority and other relevant agencies need to address this issue not only from a funding point of view but also in terms of future planning of sport development for the county.

