What Are The Key Things That Are Happening At The Moment That You Feel Are Impacting On Your Community?

· The condition of the parochial hall – threat of closure through lack of funding

· Industrial developments in Belview 

· The new road and the proposed new bypass and traffic difficulties

· Difficulties with communication with Kilkenny County Council (criticism of Kilkenny County Council and their lack of accountability and accessibility)

· Lack of childcare facilities 

· Lack of youth activities

· Good employment

· Good community spirit and tradition of voluntarism 

· The VEC moving shortly 

· Threatened movement of the city boundary

· Two income households

· The spread of Waterford city

· New families coming into the Slievrue area

· Drainage, waste and sewerage (sewerage and water is bad in some area)

· Lack of industry; Slievrue side of Waterford resulting in people having to travel across the city for work

· Lack of housing developments in the area – decline and population in South Kilkenny area generally

· Heritage 

· Planned development of land fill

· Difficulty obtaining planning permission for private housing

· Lack of public transport

· Local infrastructure/lack of monitoring of developments 

· Improvements in Dispensary 

· Poor local facilities e.g. the parish hall for things like youth activity

· Provision for the elderly i.e. not enough available

· The impact of the industrial developments at Belview on some local residents e.g. no monitoring of facilities, noise, and fears of similarities with pharmaceutical factories like Rinaskiddy

What is working well?  

· Good community playgroup, but in need of upgrading
· Tidy towns

· Good employment

· Good community spirit

· There is voluntary activity in the community but this needs resourcing and facilities

· Eigse Slievrue

· Good countryside huge track of agricultural land

· The youth club works well for under 12 year olds

· Private refuse service is working well but it is expensive

What is not working well?

· Bypass/roads/traffic – minor roads need to be finished, need for street lighting and ramps:

· The roads and paths are a disgrace with regard to the surfaces

· The junctions are dangerous with regard to the view available and the signings

· The denial of access roads is causing traffic speed ramps in the village

· Pathways both sides of the village are a disgrace

· Road markings, cones, islands, speed ramps, the access to Miltown bridge, the need to light up dangerous junctions, the need to resurface roads, the need to provide street lighting / paths in the village

· Communication with the County Council especially re Belview planning issues (no acknowledgement of letters as an example) 

· Lack of local presence of Kilkenny County Council

· Lack of childcare facilities

· Parish Hall

· Policing in the rural area

· Bus service, that is access to rural areas through public transport ( there is also a need to extend the lasting private service

· Sewerage plant

· Waste management

· Living standards of people in poor housing 

· Issues re new housing development – i.e. difficulties in getting planning permission

· Loss of the Post Office

· The lack of recycling facilities – also not enough emphasis on recycling

· The lack of youth facilities

· The existing youth club works well but for the under twelve there are very few facilities

· The lack of pre school facilities

· Houses for the elderly is working well 

· The Post Office has moved to the Waterford boundary

· The VEC is moving to the Waterford boundary

· The community is losing out to Waterford city

· The infrastructure is being developed to suit business/industry rather than locals

· The traffic flow into the city is not working 

· Community is less agri based with more people seeking employment in the city

· The school is being moved and there’s no transport to facilitate this

· The building for the new Abbey School is inadequate 

· The lack of enforcement of planning conditions on Belview area

· Not enough importance as a tribute to local residence 

· The lack of information re time scale for development of Belview

· Industry is port and services related there’s lack of other industrial space

· Waste water treatment plant being located in county Kilkenny which services Waterford

· Current health centre is very poor 

· Hedge cutting/road sweepers – i.e. not enough and infrequent service

· Feeling of being ignored because we are in the south of the county (i.e. not a high priority for Kilkenny County Council)

· Local facilities/structures new committees at community level required to drive these issues the council and the local community should move forward together/the pastoral council

· Drinking water is not satisfactory

· Increase in littering and indiscriminate dumping 

· More litter wardens and more enforcement needed

· Dog warden won’t travel to south Kilkenny

· No mention in the current Kilkenny County Council action plan of the cultural element, old buildings are being torn down and vandalised officially by Kilkenny County Council.  Part of the money allocated to the infrastructure/industry that is developing the port etc should also be put into culture and social development sixty million pounds has been allocated for this. 

What Are The Three Most Important Changes That Would Make A Difference To Your Life Over The Next Ten Years?

· Proper facilities for childcare – to meet both the needs of children and parents

· Proper facilities for the youth e.g. the parish hall – variety of activities needed, especially for over 12’s

· Maybe the development of the local hall as a resource to the community, which has good volunteers. If the resource centre was developed maybe it could have some paid staff to support the work of the volunteers

· Roads fragmenting the community and this is going to happen again if the focus stays on industry and if the goal posts keep changing and locals are not consulted/involved in planning

· Public transport; the bus service is poor and it leaves some people in the rural areas isolated

· Concerns re industrial developments in Belview

Belview

· Belview is being stressed as important regionally and nationally but not locally.  The Belview area is being industrialised at the moment Kilkenny County Council let factories in there the noise levels and the pollution are being ignored by the council some people can’t go to sleep the council have not enforced their own planning conditions.  Fear of future development of Belview port – fear of creation of Rinaskiddy

· Communicating with Kilkenny County Council needs to be more accessible and more transparent 

· There needs to be a local presence of Kilkenny County Council in the area

· Improved drinking water

· The development of the local hall for drop-in centre for the elderly, for youth, crèche facilities or new incentives with other land for outdoor use with subsidies financial support from the government

· Its important to keep our own identity not to allow the extension of the Waterford boundary to impact on this 

Keeping Our Own Identity

Fear of being enjoined by Waterford city on the Westside by Waterford Institute of Technology and Waterford Glass the eastside the Treatment Plant and the port of Waterford.

· To retain the Post Office and other facilities in our own area

· Adequate facilities for bigger families re childcare (the suggestion that crèche after school facility won’t meet all of the childcare needs) 

· Financial support for women in low income families

· That people’s needs at local level are recognised

· Better communication with government bodies

Better Communications

Communication – its difficult to get through to Kilkenny County Council there’s no acknowledgement of letters the planning section of the County Council needs serious shake up planning permission in the rural area is difficult there’s a need for obvious rules and transparency “I have applied four times which cost me money for planning permission I don’t understand why I didn’t get it I need to know who I can talk to before applying”.

“The authorities did not listen to anyone when the new school was being planned, playing facilities are inadequate already and the transport of the school is an issue.  If it is important for Kilkenny County Council to be seen to be looking after us why don’t they open a tax office here”.

· Adult education courses run at local level

· Proper waste management strategy, that is other options to be explored rather than incineration

· More Garda patrols especially at night because of an increase in vandalism in the area

· Local industry should contribute to the local community, and also industrial development should be planned away from housing developments

· More interest/support for community alert and better supports for the elderly

Supports For The Elderly 

On schemes for the elderly the current grants are not big enough “I’d say the housing of the elderly is not a big issue except in specific cases” “I couldn’t even get a man to give an estimate to repair a house for an elderly person because the money available is so small”.

The elderly should be able to get money to improve their housing conditions within their own house.

Extra Notes  

· Lack of recycling facilities should be flat rate for services

· Sewerage and water is bad in some areas 

· There’s no plan for services

· Planning permission can be difficult to get in the rural areas

· Steering of industrial development away from housing 

· It’s difficult to get through to the council there’s no acknowledgement of letters etc

· There is not good comparisons between Kilkenny and Waterford corporation

· Lack of proper childcare in the rural areas

· The current playgroup is in need of upgrading

· There’s no funding available for youth

· Handbook on funding available that could be customer friendly at a way of getting information 

· Minor roads need to be finished 

· Street lighting and ramps

· There’s good community spirit 

· Policy re the rural areas on petty crime and vandalism.  A Garda present at regular intervals

· Proper facilities for youth and childcare 

· Volunteer help less and less available 

· Resourcing the work with help

· Social awareness and encouragement and involvement of local people 

· Clear available information and assistance

· The roads and the paths are a disgrace with regard to the surfaces 

· The junctions are dangerous with regard to the views available and the signings

· The denial of access roads is causing traffic 

· Speed ramps in the village 

· Pathways both sides of the village are a disgrace 

· There’s not enough transport that is bus services

· A need to extend the existing private service to Slievrue and extended to the evenings 

· Access to public transport in the rural areas is a problem

· The parish hall is in need of repair for the pre school also could be used by youth clubs, playgroup, badminton, young at heart and for women’s education and social courses

· The need to provide drink and food as part of the services going on in the hall 

· The need for better living standards in their own homes for men and women 

· Incinerators, sewerage plant, waste management, recycling in Waterford and in New Ross, composting 

· There’s more rubbish due to the population increase

· Water pressure is weakened by demand

· Road markings, cones, islands, speed ramps, the access to Miltown bridge the need to light up dangerous junctions, the need to resurface roads, the need to provide street lighting/paths in the villages

· Extend Ferrybank service to Slievrue access for rural isolated areas and develop transport for the elderly

· Develop the hall as a central facility there is very good community spirit 

· Provide better grants for the elderly and perhaps supports through FAS schemes

· Recycling wheelie bins for every household collection areas in both villages education on recycling and composting provision of composter bins

· Criticism of Kilkenny County Council lack of accountability, lack of accessibility, lack of interest in the area

· Local infrastructure/lack of monitoring

· Improvements in the dispensary 

· Marked lack of a crèche/childcare

· Lack of local facilitates e.g. the hall 

· Provision for the elderly

· The impact of Belview port on local residents 

· No monitoring or facilities 

· Too much investment in infrastructure should be diverted into social/cultural

· On the most important changes (a) new infrastructure that is roads (b) new local services that is more interest being seen by the local authority in Slievrue (c) fear of future development of Belview port - fear of creation of Rinaskiddy (d) fear of being enjoined by Waterford city on the westside by Waterford Institute of Technology and Waterford Glass the eastside the Treatment Plant and the port of Waterford (e) local facilities/structures new committees at community level required to drive these issues the council and the local community should move forward together/the pastoral council 

· Belview is being stressed as important regionally and nationally but not locally.  The Belview area is being industrialised at the moment Kilkenny County Council let factories in there the noise levels and the pollution are being ignored by the council some people can’t go to sleep the council have not enforced their own planning conditions 

· The authorities did not listen to anyone when the new school was being planned, playing facilities are inadequate already and the transport of the school is an issue 

· The community is losing out to Waterford city

· Communication – its difficult to get through to Kilkenny County Council there’s no acknowledgement of letters the planning section of the county council needs serious shake up planning permission in the rural area is difficult there’s a need for obvious rules and transparency “I have applied four times which cost me money for planning permission I don’t understand why I didn’t get it I need to know who I can talk to before applying”

· The County Council needs to be more accessible and accountable and transparent 

· On schemes for the elderly the current grants are not big enough “I’d say the housing of the elderly is not a big issue except in specific cases” “I couldn’t even get a man to give an estimate to repair a house for an elderly person because the money available is so small”

· The elderly should be able to get money to improve their housing conditions within their own house “If it is important for Kilkenny County Council to be seen to be looking after us why don’t they open a tax office here”

· Crèches are not the only answers to childcare for families with three, four and five children other options need to happen “We should never have lost our Post Office” which closed between three and five years ago

· There is not much unemployment here 

Plenary Session

· Has this exercise been worthwhile “I don’t know because I’m not sure if this process will help/speed up better communication relationships with Kilkenny County Council

· How many people here are aware of the draft development plan that was on display?  Response; more people were unaware at a rate of 2:1

· How many made their views known, that is responded or submitted to the plan?  Response three people “Maybe this reflects people’s relationships with Kilkenny County Council” “A lot of people feel disengaged from Kilkenny County Council”

· In the draft development plan you also talk about cultural and social issues.  Response; the Kilkenny County Development Board is coming at it from a different angle because it’s wider with other players now at the table 

· Re leaflet drop in everybody’s door. Response; “We got it but it wasn’t very realistic”.  “I hope that the voices of the people here will be listened to.  This is an opportunity to look forward it will make a difference to the community if people were listened to and if Kilkenny County Council are communicating with the people”

· “There needs to be more emphasis on the Belview development and comparisons with Rinaskiddy, we are a close knit farming community and more industrialisation is not what we want”

· Is Belview under Kilkenny County Council or Waterford County Council?  “Are you planning to pull out and is that why you’re not interested?”  Response; the membership of Kilkenny County Council are strong in their view to keep this county intact “That is not the feeling here we feel very neglected here”.  Belview is very much the domain of Kilkenny County Council re planning.  
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