Kilkenny County Development Board




Kilkenny Tomorrow -  Consultative Meeting/Workshops


Venue: Thomastown
Date: 24/04/01

Remit of Workshops: 

· Solicit wide range of inputs and opinions regarding current situation in locale and community & to reach consensus as to key strategies and issues that need to be addressed in the future.

Workshop covered 3 key questions and consensus feedback is summarised in the following document. 

Rapporteur notes:

· Strong male bias within workshops

· During workshops, question one and question two merged so summary report reflects this.

· 5 workshop groups

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Thomastown

Key things happening at the moment that are impacting on you in your community?

What is not working well ?

Roads/Transport

i By-pass needed

ii New motorway (M9) – need to know its location and any rezoning as a result of it

iii Elderly transport inadequate – door to door access to hospitals/day care needed – bus leaves them in City then taxi required to get to end destination

iv Roadside grass verges currently maintained by FAS. These Schemes are due to end –villages should receive subvention to do it themselves

vi Traffic congestion in the middle of the village particularly during summer and apple harvest time. Bus stops in middle of village and compounds problem – designated bus stop should be moved to periphery of main village

vii Rosslare traffic – impact on road/bridge

viii Car Parking needs to be improved

 

Industry

i Total lack of economic/Industrial development outside of Kilkenny city

ii. Loss of industry to City – why moved, why no consultation, why were no incentives offered to get them to stay

iii. Bad relationship between residents and industry- could Council act as liaison point between the two groups 

iv No area zoned for industry at the moment

v Indigenous Industry that has been a success is crafts – why are they not supported/incentivised to stay – perhaps Bodies responsible for attracting business are identifying and targeting the wrong Industries

vi Need to attract more industry to the area



Planning

i Haphazard planning of village

ii Bad planning/zoning of industry in midst of residential area

iii Need to agree strategy for only allowing sympathetic style/design of housing for architects etc. to adhere to

iv Heritage towns – archeologists often mandatory for re-development. Need a cap on fees/ open ended now

vi local people should have more input into planning process

vii Listed building grants totally inadequate and this is leading to dereliction



Infrastructure

i Need for improved sewerage treatment – the Mall identified as a particular problem area

ii General lack of infrastructure compounds problem of attracting/retaining Industry

iii Refuse collection costs causing illegal dumping

iv River in appalling state – Council has not removed storm-damage/uprooted trees in river. Cleaning of river in Kilkenny has negatively impacted on Thomastown

v Inistioge and Thomastown are left out and have no road sweeper



Community

i Sporting facilities required for school and community use but this is in-train  

ii Crèche facilities required

iii Inadequate playground area for children

iv Improved grants for sheltered housing for the elderly as funding level is currently too low

vi Need to incentivise voluntary workers



Existing Supports

i Need one-stop shop for information relating to development, planning and supports. Details of all agencies and all supports/incentives/grant information etc. should be available in one central location. The system is too confusing and fragmented at present

ii Urban renewal scheme not being taken up 



QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Thomastown

The key things happening and of those, what is working well

Community

i Care of the Elderly – all bodies involved such as Council, Duchas, FAS, Health Board etc. work well together

ii Policing a positive strength – safe environment and community 

Infrastructure Supports

i Home composting – excellent Council initiative

ii. Green Machine – town cleaner

iii. Rehab bottle banks 

iv Up to date water supply

v Every footpath and road has been resurfaced



Industry

i New Craft shops



Amenities

i Mount Juliet is a very positive amenity

ii Jerpoint Abbey should be further developed as a site of historical importance



Education

i Largest school in VEC system in the city/county

ii New primary co-educational school in the pipeline – full community support 

QUESTION 3 - Thomastown

3 most important changes that will make a difference to you/your community over the next 10 years

General

i Town and Village Development Plans are imperative. They must be implemented and not allowed to gather dust

ii The first 5 years of Development Plan should focus on distribution of resources (Developmental and Industrial) around the county.

iii Any strategy for the future should aim for a more inclusive society 

iv All current development plans hinge on analysis of outdated statistics – must be current

Industry

i Commercial and industrial development required - industry to be offered incentives to stay

Planning

i Landbank required for public housing and zoning for Industry

Education

i Third Level status – RTC status sought (for example in the area of tourism/leisure management)

ii Adult education facilities to be improved

iii Craft Education should be encouraged

Infrastructure

i A sound infrastructure must be in place before any economic development can succeed

Environmental

i Development of River e.g. fingerposts for riverside walk – enhance our primary, natural amenity – re-stock river for fishing, clear pollution

ii Boat slip for Canoeing Club and for paddling etc.

