Kilkenny County Development Board




Kilkenny Tomorrow -  Consultative Meeting/Workshops


Venue: St. Patricks Kilkenny
Date: 03/05/01

Remit of Workshops: 

· Solicit a range of inputs and opinions regarding current situation in locale and community & to reach consensus as to key strategies and issues that need to be addressed in the future.

Workshop covered 3 key questions and consensus feedback is summarised in the following document. 

Rapporteur notes:

· During workshops, question one and two merged so summary report reflects this.

· 9 attendees and only 1 workshop group. Majority were drawn from a specific segment – i.e. Active Retirement Group (with 1 person representing interests of National Council for The Blind)

QUESTIONS 1 and 2 – St Patricks Kilkenny

Key things happening at the moment that are impacting on you in your community?

Critical Issues for Senior Citizens

Roads/Transport

i Road Safety – dangerous junctions/roundabouts. Also traffic and parking are of major concern

ii Road/pavement markings could be improved particularly for elderly, visually impaired etc. e.g. yellow lines on step edges, hand railings at inclines, on steps etc.

iii Public transport from City to St. Columbas/Thomastown urgently needed even if only once a week. New Ross bus doesn’t suit schedule-wise – arrive in Thomastown at lunch hour etc.

iv Public transport into City is adequate and it accommodates bus passes but has no provision for disabled access (low ramp) or hand rails etc.

Community Services/Supports

i Meeting hall or venue in the City is required for Active Retirement Group venue must allow for access on an equal footing. There are plans for a Parish Hall in Loughboy but there is an issue here about equality of access. Also the cost of Insurance is a critical issue as most groups find it difficult to fund it fully themselves.

ii Information dissemination relating to services/supports e.g. public transport – many elderly do not know what is available to them. 



Healthcare

i. Home for the Elderly urgently needed in the City – no shortage of buildings to house one in

ii. Access to hospitals and other services – for those who are ill or disabled and cannot drive. Currently dependant on kindness of others or taxi (e.g. £60 to Waterford Regional hospital). Could introduce pension plus travel voucher scheme. Currently many ill, disabled or senior citizens could never use travel passes. Alternative option would be to levy minimal fee from elderly (similar to Meals on Wheels system) for a pool of volunteers to transport people to hospital, shopping etc.

Infrastructure/environmental

i Cost of refuse collection has absorbed half the pension increase of last budget. It’s a monopoly and increases are not being monitored. Should be relief for those who can’t pay e.g. those on Social Security

ii Need segregated bins for recycling otherwise higher costs will be introduced. Also need composting bins for householders. Council could pay for segregated bins because in turn, they will be paid for contents

iii Water quality in Kilkenny is bad. Meeting not sure whether this is fact or perception due to problems some time ago.

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 – St Patricks Kilkenny

The key things happening and of those, what is working well

Infrastructure/Amenity Supports

i Youth/sporting facilities e.g. James Stephens’ and Scanlon Park are excellent amenities



Roads/Transport

i Public transport into City is good and it accommodates bus passes. However bus does not facilitate disabled with lowering ramp or handrails etc.

QUESTION 3 – St Patricks Kilkenny

3 most important changes that will make a difference to you/your community over the next 10 years

General

i Community/meeting hall – focal point

Healthcare

i Nursing Home for City and/or sheltered housing

Infrastructure

i Roads/traffic/safety 

Environmental

i Refuse and recycling 

