Kilkenny County Development Board




Kilkenny Tomorrow -  Consultative Meeting/Workshops


Venue: Piltown
Date: 26/04/01

Remit of Workshops: 

· Solicit a range of inputs and opinions regarding current situation in locale and community & to reach consensus as to key strategies and issues that need to be addressed in the future.

Workshop covered 3 key questions and consensus feedback is summarised in the following document. 

Rapporteur notes:

· During workshops, question one and question two merged so summary report reflects this.

· 3 workshop groups

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Piltown

Key things happening at the moment that are impacting on you in your community?

What is not working well ?

Roads/Transport

i Traffic calming urgently needed in village particularly as high density living is planned

ii Damaged roads not being repaired by Council & flooded roads a problem

iii Back roads and by-roads structure needs upgrading and addressing

iv Poor condition of footpaths is an issue for disabled and elderly

vi Poor transport a huge issue for elderly & students and contributes to rural isolation – bus service inadequate- public transport access to Carrick and Waterford is a huge problem

Industry

i No major Industry – agricultural base. Total out-migration of young people

ii. When industry migrates e.g. paper mills, no replacement industry sought

iii. Proximity to Waterford and Carrick-on-Suir has a lot to do with lack of industrial base



Planning

i Council Planning process perceived as being obstructive, inconsistent, non consumer-friendly and inefficient.

ii Bad planning/zoning of plant/incinerator – Council appeared not to police this or enforce planning laws.

iii Obtaining planning permission is difficult for local people.

iv Need sympathetic style/design of housing for architects etc. to adhere to.

v Waterford Council buying significant pockets of land and building social housing – integration is difficult

Infrastructure

i Need for improved sewerage treatment provision.

ii Quality of drinking water in some villages is a major problem & supply not expected to last.

iii Total lack of recycling facilities

iv Lack of cleaning operations –roads, footpaths, verges etc.

v Should utilise existing amenities i.e. clean up river(s) etc. 

Community

i Lack of local Garda presence – vandalism/violence on increase, lack of security, contributes to feelings of isolation & youth crime. Reaction time of Garda is too slow  

ii Health Care – waiting lists in Ardkeen – inequality of system i.e. VHI versus Medical Cards – need local community based Health Care facilities/mini casualty centre

iii Massive cost of Care for the Elderly. Sheltered housing and day care facilities needed

iv Fear of a breakdown in Community life due to lack of community-based supports/facilities

v Depopulation of small community/village areas

Existing Supports

i Feel totally neglected and marginalised from Kilkenny Council and feel that insufficient funds are re-invested by Council in South Kilkenny area.

ii Provision of services and management of them across health, education, transport etc. needs to be better implemented

Education

i Children in area have to migrate to secondary schools

 

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Piltown

The key things happening and of those, what is working well

Roads/Transport

i By-pass is largely to be welcomed and should have a positive impact on the village of Piltown

 

Infrastructure/Amenity Supports

i Credit Union network supplements fact that rural banks are closing down

ii. Piltown Show – community pride and social value

iii. Glanbia Branch structure 

iv Farmer’s Relief Scheme

v Piltown Tidy Towns initiative – FAS dovetails into this and Council are very supportive



Development

i New housing in rural areas very positive -  re-energising communities



Amenities

i Youth facilities are excellent – sporting – squash, basketball, soccer etc.



QUESTION 3 - Piltown

3 most important changes that will make a difference to you/your community over the next 10 years

General

i Rural revitalisation – small rural villages will die out – should cash in on trend away from city life and exploit positive aspects such as quality of life 

ii Provision of services and management of services across health, education, transport etc. needs  to be better implemented

Industry

i Alternative employment is Tourism – Community Art/Culture initiatives to be developed (like Kells)

Planning

i Customer-friendly approach needed in Council Planning

ii Need consistent standards and a strategic plan for housing development

iii Dereliction of historic and clerical buildings will be a huge ongoing problem – need to identify alternative uses for parish halls – youth venues, heritage centre etc.

Education

i IT Skills – courses needed for both social reasons and to improve employment potential

Infrastructure

i A sound infrastructure must be in place before rural revitalisation can succeed

Environmental

i Development of River – enhance our primary, tourism amenity

Arts/Culture

i Library Facility

ii Heritage Centre

