Kilkenny County Development Board




Kilkenny Tomorrow -  Consultative Meeting/Workshops


Venue: Johnstown/Urlingford
Date: 01/05/01

Remit of Workshops: 

· Solicit a range of inputs and opinions regarding current situation in locale and community & to reach consensus as to key strategies and issues that need to be addressed in the future.

Workshop covered 3 key questions and consensus feedback is summarised in the following document. 

Rapporteur notes:

· During workshops, question one and question two merged so summary report reflects this.

· 2 workshop groups (meeting clashed with a meeting concerning proposed bypass routing)

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Johnstown/Urlingford

Key things happening at the moment that are impacting on you in your community?

What is not working well ?

Roads/Transport

i Perceived squandering of finances, ripping up roads because of mistakes and re-doing etc. particularly in Johnstown/Urlingford area

ii General road maintenance, hedges etc. needs to be improved

iii Rural elderly need to beg lifts for shopping etc. public transport inadequate

Industry

i Unemployment is not an issue – Portlaoise, Thurles & Kilkenny provide employment



Planning

i Planning does not take cognisance of lack of building land in Johnstown area – Council refuse planning on land that is available. Council should allocate and buy land (huge demand for serviced sites). Council could sell serviced sites to interested local parties at reasonable prices.

ii Ribbon development has gone as far as it can go – need small clusters/community development.



Infrastructure

i Need critical mass to sustain area particularly when bypass impacts on Urlingford which is hugely reliant on passing trade. Residents know this and sought Urban Renewal status for that reason. Need amenities, facilities and infrastructure.

ii Whole area of litter/waste disposal is a huge problem. Cost of refuse collection has led to fly tipping/illegal dumping – no capping of costs 

iii Total lack of recycling facilities

 

Community

i Lack of youth facilities – small local communities cannot fund Leisure Centres – percentage of Council Development Charges should be channelled into local facilities  

ii 14 community halls throughout area – under utilised because of access and resourcing issues

iii No Banklink facilities from here to Abbeyleix, Kilkenny or Thurles 

iv Need viable plan for Health Care/Health Centre (incl. dentist, optician etc) in Urlingford to cover 5 mile radius

v Services/amenties for seniors are lacking and all volunteer based – can contribute a lot – book of memoirs/recollections. Teach children reading etc. link to Urlingford Library perhaps.

vi No chemist or bank in Johnstown - have to travel to Urlingford  

Existing Supports

i Rural neglect - no planning, no interest we are forgotten. Perhaps because we border other Counties (Tipperary/Laois etc)



Education

i No fulltime pre-school childcare facility in the area but hopefully it is in-train

ii No local training provision – needed to incentivise people particularly school drop outs or return to workforce group – IT courses required. Night classes ran before at a cost – which precluded people participating – they need to be free. 

QUESTIONS 1 & 2 - Johnstown/Urlingford

The key things happening and of those, what is working well

Roads/Transport

i By-pass will reduce traffic and improve quality of life

 

Infrastructure/Amenity Supports

i Equidistant from every airport and port in Country except Knock Airport – need to exploit this



Development

i County Plan is a good idea if it pans out – people will see a bonus rather than ill-advised repair jobs due to supports breaking down



QUESTION 3 - Johnstown/Urlingford

3 most important changes that will make a difference to you/your community over the next 10 years

General

i Existing resources to be used more effectively – re-invest in local area. Provision and allocating resources – end up spending more in areas where services break down. Need a proactive approach. Wider provision of existing services and access to them. To straddle healthcare, elderly, adult training etc.

ii Rural issue – Depletion of services/supports. Lip service being paid to this – nothing or less than nothing being done 

iii New threats and opportunities – economic innovations needed and a strategic plan to tackle same

iv Decentralisation of services such as Health for local heathcare provision

v Better interaction between professionals and local/voluntary groups – proactive professional inputs needed

Planning

i Local building must be facilitated and encouraged

Education

i IT Skills – courses needed for both social reasons and to improve employment potential

Infrastructure

i Better provision of sewage 

Environmental

i Environmental/waste disposal/recycling – strategies needed to address these areas 

