Kilkenny County Development Board – Public Consultation Process Callan

Monday 23rd April 2001

· Transport or lack of

· Tourism as an unrealised potential

· Lack of social/recreational activities

· Good Resource Centre in Ballycallan but it needs support

· Women returning to the workforce as a positive contribution to the community but also raising other needs

· The need for information to be available locally something like a one-stop shop

· Drugs/drink as an issue for some young people in the community

· Development within the community needed to be managed

· Traffic management as an issue for Callan in particular 

· Isolation of some rural people especially for elderly people 

· The lack of garda/policing resources

· The pub is the main place for recreation that and G.A.A.

· On rural transport there are some private operators but there not offering a general service

· Elderly living alone 

· Lack of employment opportunities for those that are on the live register (also transport needs here)

· Parking in Callan wrong place need to accessible to shops wrong signage 

· On tourism there’s no tourist office, there’s no tourist information, the workhouse should be bought by the county council for the museum and offices etc. and other areas like housing.  Callan is not tourism orientated.

· There are no childcare facilities

· Sewerage

· Roads

· Not enough remedial teachers available especially in rural areas

· There is hurling and soccer but there is a lack of recreational facilities in Kilmana for any age group except the pubs

· Playschool and senior citizens in Kilmana but a lack of transport even a taxi service is a problem

· Poor roads

· Litter from other areas

· Fall in population

· Transport needs to be accessible 

· On the environment King’s river pollution, the refuse collection is too expensive, infrastructure and planning, development of housing, car parking/traffic management, cultural, neglect of heritage, lack of funding, making money from tourists through having facilities like food WC’s etc.  Social women rejoining the workforce and the consequences for this, no services for teenagers, the drug problem.  Economic gas connection and rural transport.

What Is Working Well    

· The school’s are good 
· The care of the elderly in the Ballycallan Resource Centre is very effective
· Women are returning to work
· Good community spirit
· Residential development
· Employment is relatively good
What’s Not Working Well

· Transport

· Drugs/drink issue for some young people

· The care of the elderly needs further resourcing and support, rural isolation of the elderly

· Women returning to work need supports through childcare and transport

· Pollution/litter

· Traffic management

· Recreational/social activities for all ages

· Tourism potential is untapped 

· There’s a need encourage more involvement in Kilmana community

· Poor garda cover

· Health centre

· Poor roads

· Kilkenny is seen as a centre of Carlow

· Developing civic pride

· Good community spirit, neighbours providing hospitality at funerals

· Women going back to work, new opportunities

· There’s a need for information on new grants and entitlements for voluntary groups

· On the elderly day-care facilities and social contacts are good 

· The bypass is a good development

· Residential development

· Employment is relatively good

· The Resource Centre is working well in isolation

What’s Not Working Well

· There’s a need to activate the community so they will take part 

· The health service is not good 

· There’s attendancy to some drink problem with young people

· Lack in voluntary assistance the same few are getting involved in everything all of the time

· There’s a need for new purpose built homes for the elderly within their own parish or area

· Drugs in an issue

· People travelling out of this area for work and childcare leading to depopulation during the day

· Social services like elderly and childcare

· Callan health centre is claustrophobic

What Are The Three Most Important Changes That Would Make A Difference To Your Life Over The Next Ten Years 

· Efficient rural transport service 

· Proper garda cover

· Development of civic spirit – that is build on the community commitment 

· Explore the potential of tourism

· Supports for rural economy regenerated

· Roads – lots to be done with county roads 

· Proper waster management system

· Proper water and sewerage system

· Social infrastructure for youth

· Third level college/adult education opportunities

· Social services such as childcare and the elderly co-ordinated and supported and developed

· Information available locally through something like a one-stop shop

· The library is a key local resource re citizen’s information

· Rural enterprises keep people in the local areas

· Something in the education area

· Proper planning and development

Notes From Cleanery Session

A question was raised as to where the model for effective work for the elderly was happening it was clarified that that resource centre is in Ballycallan.  A question was asked whether there could be social ownership of things like the workshop.  Response from the County Development Board was that this was a possibility.  The point was made that the new motorway from Dublin to Waterford will have an impact over the next ten years.  

Supplementary Notes  

· There’s been huge development building wise for which there is inadequate water supply and sewerage and road infrastructure.  Also lack of job opportunities.  It is difficult to set up small businesses in small areas.

· There are no childcare facilities

· Not enough remedial teachers

· Lack of recreational facilities, nothing but the pubs

· No playschool

· No transport a big issue

· The need for a taxi service

· Poor roads

· Old school buses

· Very little in Callan except hurling

· Planning permissions a problem

· Rubbish is too expensive

· Sewerage schemes, there’s a need for a plant in Callan also other rural areas

· Oble development incentives schemes section 3 people aren’t taking it up it needs more money.  Buildings are falling down

· No experience of Celtic Tiger in the rural villages some of which are dieing

· Need to start indigenise industries

· Everything is focused on Kilkenny

· The care of the elderly is working well, two homes but there are still lots of isolation.  There is not enough support, its impossible to get home help

· On the drugs issue there’s a need to education people 

· The schools are good 

· The care of the elderly is ok.  

On three key changes: (1) Transport

 (2) Something meaningful for young people to do and    to fight drugs 

 (3) Proper planning and development rather than fragmented and facilities to police the area that is resources to fight crime

· Need for community help, community care, proper planning development in a county development plan, small villages are fragmented

· Facilities resources for young people

· Transport

· Crime and rural policing 

· Elderly living alone 

· Lack of employment for people who are not on live register

· Owners of small holdings

· Housing for the elderly

· Social infrastructure for the youth

· Fall in population

· Petty crime

· Drink a problem with young people

· Women running the resource centre is working well visiting the elderly

· Community spirit is very strong

· But community involvement can be a problem because of the economy and difficulties getting men involved 

· No youth club

· Co-operation between schools is not working well 

· Poor garda cover and has reduced significantly

· Education and school transport well used for hurling it’s the best thing in the area

· Road signs, pot holes, bad roads

· Need for one-stop shop for all information all services and all service providers

· Provision of rural transport facilities

· Support services for the elderly such as day-care centre

· County road maintenance/management system/sewerage system

· Youth social infrastructure

· Proper garda cover

· Parking in Callan – the car park in the green is in the wrong place there’s a need for more space, the signings area wrong

· On tourism heritage sights should be promoted more as tourist attractions the possibilities for the museum  

· Social facilities for the elderly such as day-care facilities, social contacts collected and brought to day-care centres

· Crèche childcare facilities

· Library

· Medical centre

· Infrastructure to cope with population expansion 

· Teenagers/young adults need cultural social activities

· Tourism needs to be promoted through promoting the sights like the work class and the abbey etc. and the museum.  Provision of tourist information.  The provision of a cleaner and education programme for these sights

· On social facilities, integrated transport day-care centre for contacts for elderly, services for the disabled should be developed such as the welfare home should be developed further a co-ordinating of existing services

· Develop the library and the health centre and develop a state fund to the crèche 

· Identify the needs for a crèche to facilitate single parents to go back to work.  The two existing ones are good tax incentives state subsidy state funded

· Provide road, sewerage water first to expand

· On teenagers and young adults leisure such drama, theatre, scouts available 

· Proper secure system/culture to safe guard old people

· Litter

· Education/social conscious/holistic

· Tourism strategy for the area

· Good library/citizens information

· Creating an awareness/education

· Social outlets a choice needed near home base

· Residential development is a good point in the area

· Health Centre in Callan is poor and there’s a need for a new one 

· Rural security is a problem, there’s a need for neighbourhood watch

· Sporting club members are falling

· Planning permission can be difficult to get in rural areas

· Need to promote local enterprise and small businesses to keep local areas thriving

· Fast track rail

· Local decision making

· Landscaping is part of town development around the river county council bank village renewal

· Lacking voluntary assistance and leadership

· Cultural revival spoken out of the language

· Cultural identity

· Mobile summer school

· Swimming pool facilities

· Need for reduction in packaging

· Making the best of the town through adult education and clean-ups

· No leisure facilities in Tullaroan

· Tullaroan sewerage system

· Pub culture is setrimental to young people 

· Each community looks after it’s own 

· No county council provider to facilitate in Winegap

· Sewerage schemes not provided by group schemes

· Bigger input in environmental in all rural villages

· Isolation terms services 

· No restaurants in Callan just pubs

· Strong sense of community involvement in this rural area

· The variety show was very positively agreed to all sectors of the community

· It can be difficult to engage people in the community because their lives are very busy

· Young people have too much money or pressure and this is affecting their leisure time

· In the art classes its hard to attract people, the arts festival contribution from Callan put Callan on the map

· Facilities are good in Callan for people with disabilities

· Transport is an issue

· There is no communications with the local areas with regarding (a) its counter productive with some people organising everything

· The road network needs to be improved for all aspects of the area 

· The need to look at people returning to work

· The labour force needs to develop a strategy for promoting tourism outside Kilkenny city (food, entertainment etc) on services for rural areas sewerage roads and the environment

· The need for promotion of culture, drama and arts

