Graignamanagh Consultation

May 2nd 2001

What Are The Key Things That Are Happening At The Moment That You Feel Are Impacting On Your Community?

· There is a very poor traffic problem which has a negative effect on the town

“There is a site in place for the relief road but nothing has come of it.  People want this to happen now”.

· Good Tourism potential

· Geographic location

(A sense that because the area is bordering Carlow, Kilkenny County Council is not very responsive to local needs. “Geographically we are bordering Carlow so we are outside of the pale”).

· Lack of community facilities, especially for elderly and youth 

· Poorly maintained roads/footpaths

· Difficulties re planning application process 

· Good Healthcare apart from the Care Doc system

· Poor communication between Kilkenny County Council and local community

· The VEC school is working well 

· Poor co-operation between statutory agencies – fragmented approach

· The problem of litter

· There is no town park

· There is a lack of local employment opportunities

What’s Working Well?  

· The adult education courses/VEC

· The library is a good service 

· The fire service is working well 

· The Montessori/Crèche that is coming on stream in Graignamanagh will have a positive impact 

· There is a good voluntary playschool which is a success

· There’s a good health clinic

· The river and tourism in general is working well but there is potential for improvements

· Citizens information is providing a good service 

· Day care for the elderly 

What Is Not Working Well?   

· The Care Doc system which is a major concern in the area

· Difficulties in getting planning permission 

“It seems uneven not the fact that you can or cannot get it but the reality that some people can and some people cannot get it” “I was told I had to be from the area and was refused planning permission twice” “Mixed messages are coming from Kilkenny County Council when we look for information” “There is poor hope for young people trying to build a house in the Graignamanagh area.  My daughter has applied for planning permission on her own land and has been refused.  We are being penalised for living in a scenic area.  Kilkenny County Council do not want to know” “Young people want to stay in the area but Kilkenny County Council don’t want any rural development”.

“I had correspondence with the planning section of Kilkenny County Council.  I sent registered letters to a senior executive and did not even get a response”. (“This was from a Slievrue resident who attended the Graignamanagh Consultation”).

· Poor experience of previous consultation 

“Kilkenny County Council have a habit of listening but not hearing”.

“We had the same meeting four or five years ago where the same points were raised and nothing happened”

· Roads and footpaths in poor repair

High Street, Main Street, Fairview and outside the Abbey church “are all a disgrace” “The street surfaces and paths are Third World standard” A need for appropriate paving outside of Widow’s cottages.

· Parking

There is a need for more off street parking

· Lack of employment opportunities

“There are very poor employment opportunities here so people are forced to travel to work….. the nearest town is twenty miles away.

Concern re why the factory unit on the Borris Road has been left idle for so long. “Graignamanagh is a designated tourist area and so Kilkenny County Council is not interested in developing other types of industry here”

· Lack of communication between statutory agencies “The Council don’t seem to discuss things with other areas e.g. they repaired the footpaths without notifying other agencies.  The ESB did not even know that the footpaths were open.

· Lack of public transport 

There is a private bus service between here and Kilkenny but it doesn’t meet the needs.

· Inadequate Garda presence

“The Garda Barracks is now only manned during the day”

· Exodus of primary school children (45% of primary school children go onto attend post primary schools outside of the area)
· Lack of Community Resources

· Nothing for youth in the area

“There is a derelict basketball site which is the only resource for youth apart from sport organisations”

· Anti-social behaviour down at the river – young people drinking in public

· Not enough childcare services in Graignamanagh

· The Bridge needs to be cleaned up 

· There is a need for tourist signs

· Scoch needs more development

· Litter is a problem 

Existing recycling bins are not emptied often enough.  There is also illegal dumping at Brandondale

The Three Most Important Changes That Would Make A Difference To Your Life Over The Next Ten Years   

· The ESB needs to be upgraded 

· Promote the Duiske Abbey/Monks Dining Hall/river as amenities

· The river needs lighting

· Further development at the Regatta premises as a community resource may be a multi-purpose facility 

· “We are waiting for over a year for water, sewerage and lights to be sorted for the Regatta premises”

· There is a need for a Community Development Worker

· The traffic problem needs to be sorted out and a relief road needs to be developed

· We need more Garda in the area perhaps a Garda living in the area 

· Planning permission needs to be addressed

· The area known as Pitch and Putt could be developed as a park/play area

· We need to promote tourism/the historical element of Graignamanagh 

· “Geographically we are bordering Carlow so we are outside of the pale” – a sense of not been taken care of by Kilkenny County Council 

· The state of the streets that is the surface footpaths and depressions in the roads

· We need sewerage facilities for the town 

· Dish college is in danger of closing we need to keep it open 

· We need light industrial units or source of employment within the area 

· The community school 

· The promotion of the river is an amenity with extra lighting

· Parking needs to be addressed 

· The Scouts Den 

· Light industrial units employing ten to forty people 

· Recycling facilities for plastic and paper

· Extra bins especially beside the river 

· Develop houses at Brandondale

· Sewerage facilities for the town 

· Duiske Abbey is having its eight hundredth birthday on 2004, need to the get OPW to develop the potential of the site 

· Appropriate paving outside of widow’s cottages 

·  The monks refectory (dining hall) in Abbey Street should be bought back by the OPW

· Flooding problems at river Duiske need to be addressed.

Cleanery Session 

· Underage drinking needs to be addressed in the town

· Graignamanagh has had very little input into the SPC structure so far

Response:

The community can participate in the SPC structure through the community and voluntary groups and if this is not affective it will need to be addressed

· We don’t feel represented at SPC level

· The need to support second level education 

· I hope it won’t take five or six years for a lot of these things to be done (Response from Tony that it will take some time)
Response:

· The community hall did not come up in my workshop and I think it’s important – noted by Tony

Response from Tony:

We know about that (it’s not addressed in the notes)

Q. What is the situation with regards to the relief road?

Response: 

We are next in line for the Cohesion Fund, maybe within two years 

Q. In the five year plan the sewerage should have started last September

Response:

The contracts are now signed 
so the work will be going ahead soon.
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