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1. What’s happening at the moment in your life?

2. What’s going well, what’s not going well?

3. What are the three key changes that would make a difference?

Feedback From Question 1 - What’s happening at the moment in your life?

· Snooker club is going well though there is a need for other sports/leisure activities for people with disabilities

· The increase in funding to voluntary groups in the state is good though its still not enough

· This consultation is a good starting point, it provides an opportunity to begin to tackle the lack of coordination between disability groups

· DISC have had some success with lobbying and are working hard at a grass roots level to tackle disability issues but it is difficult to make a difference.

Feedback On What’s Not Going Well

· There are not enough social outlets/sporting/leisure opportunities for people with disabilities

· There is too much pressure for people with disabilities or their parents to organise facilities/opportunities for themselves (difficult integrate child with disability into playgroup but parents are then pressured to organise something for their children with disabilities)

· High unemployment rate among people with disabilities – estimate 87%

· No second level education available for people with disabilities in Kilkenny.  There are plans to develop a second level educational facility but so far there has been no consultation with parents re this proposed plan

· Poor accessibility to buildings especially public buildings

· Very poor efforts to enforce legislation re accessibility of buildings

· Funding should be in place for staffing for the services

· Autism is not well understood – basic awareness/education needs to take place within the community re disability

· There are a lot of groups/self help groups working in the area of disability – there is a need for a one stop shop to support the activity of these groups with example photocopying, admin support, information etc. (Comhairle cannot provide photocopier/computer/phone yet but maybe this is something for the future)

· Parents need to be able to interface with service providers and to be part of the decision making process re the care/welfare/education of the child with disability

· The civil rights of people with disabilities are not being addressed

· There are hugh information gaps and little or no coordination between groups re information (mainstream services have to change if they are to truly meet the needs of people with disabilities)

· There is a need for a suitable play/recreation area for children and young people with disabilities

· Transport is a big issue especially from and to rural areas:

· There is a need for shelters at bus stops

· There is a need for more frequent service and for the service to be extended to seven days a week.

· There is a need for an educational psychologist for Kilkenny.  At the moment parents have to access an educational psychologist in Dublin for children with disabilities in Kilkenny

· There is a need for supported housing/accommodation and support for independent living for people with disabilities (need for an on-call/part-time/counsellor support person)

· Re the mobility allowance, the criteria is so stringent that most people with disabilities who need transport cannot avail of it

· There is a need for people with disabilities to be supported to live independently

· The level of state benefits.  Old age pensioners currently receive a higher rate of payment than people with disabilities.  People with disabilities should at least be on a par with unemployment rates

· Carers allowance is cut if the person with a disability goes back to work

· There is no allowance or recognition for the extra cost of disability (e.g. the phone line available to old age pensioners should also be available to people with disabilities)

· A lot of agencies who have been supporting services for people with disabilities are heavily dependant on C.E. schemes.  There are implications here because of the changes in the C.E. scheme

· Services should be statutory funded through health authorities or to Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs.  Particularly effected here would be the P.A. scheme where P.A.’s are on the scheme for three years and get to know the people they are working with

· There is a need for a database of all the groups

· Learning disabilities are excluded, in that everything is about physical access 

· People who are isolated/house bound for e.g. those not here today, how can they be included?

· Statutory agencies and service providers putting people through hoops, the rules are stacked against the people with disabilities (“maybe they won’t find out”) (re: information)

· The levels of support available to people with disabilities are not sufficient.

Feedback On The Three Key Changes Would Make A Difference

· Public transport

· Accessibility

· Independent living options (a certain number of units to be automatically included in the planning of any new housing estates, that is integrated into the community)

· Leisure, that is integrated community centre/sport centre for all but supportive of people with disabilities

· Information – instead of an ad hoc general information service, the information should be targeted/disseminated so that people are not isolated through lack of information.  There should be support given for information givers such as small self help groups who have information/support to give but who may need help with dissemination 

· FÁS need to be more informed so that they can adequately carry out their new responsibilities re disability

· There should be designated liaison people in agencies re disability

· There is a need for networking/shared space to really work together as individual groups.  There are already enough talking shop opportunities but being able to work together is the key thing and this needs to start

· The levels of funding for services and benefits for individuals need to be addressed and increased.

