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RESEARCH FINDNGS: 
 
! 83% of respondents stated that Primary/ Secondary school and 68% stated that Third Level education is very important.  62% 

felt that Adult Continuing education and 58% felt that Pre-school are very important.   
 
! 24% of respondents feel that there are barriers to third-level education. This belief is highest among respondents who state their 

source of income as both employment and social welfare.   
 
! Of those who perceive barriers to education 59% state that the biggest barrier is that there are no facilities in the area and travel 

is necessary.  22% feel that it is too expensive to live away from home to attend third-level education.   
 
! When asked if there are opportunities for adults to continue learning or get skills retraining in their community, 62% agreed and 

33% disagreed. Respondents in the middle class social grouping, those aged 25-34 and those situated in the Kilkenny electoral 
area had the highest percentage of agreement with this statement. 
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Chart 7.1 Attitudes toward the Importance of Types of Education
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Chart 7.2 Percentage of Persons that Feel there are Barriers to Third Level Education
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Chart 7.3 Percentage of Respondents that feel there are Barriers to Accessing Third-
Level Education Cross-tabbed with Demographic Characteristics
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Chart 7.4 Barriers to Third-Level Education 
Response base = All who think (24%) that there are Barriers to Third-level Eductaion

9%

3%

2%

3%

3%

5%

8%

12%

22%

59%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Cannot say

Other

Low paid jobs seen as a better alternative to education

Information/ awareness

Scheduling of courses, time constraints

Family commitments, children

Limited availability of spaces, courses, opportunities

Cost of fees for courses, no government assistance with fees

Financial/ too expensive to live away from home

No facilities in the area, travel necessary



County Kilkenny: Community Needs Assessment & Attitudinal Study      

NGM Market Research & Strategic Planning 5

 

Chart 7.5 Are there Opportunities for Adults to Continue Learning or to get Skills 
Retraining in their Community 
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Chart 7.6 Percentage of Respondents that Feel there Are Opportunities for Adult 
Continuing Education or Skills Retraining in their Community Cross-tabbed with 

Demographic Characteristics
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